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Staten Island Shakespearean Theatre Company
& Women’s Playwright Collective
Presentls

The 5th Annual

Not Forgotten Play Festival

“Return”
10 Minute Original Plays

FEATURED PLAYWRIGHTS:

Amanda DeLalla
Nikki Dos Santos
Courtney Emerson
Kseniya Ignatova-Yates
Esmé Maria Ng
Holly Pepe
Kerry Robinson

Teresa Wrobleski

With Special Musical Performance by:

Laura & Melissa Caserlano

Production Staff

Festival Director.................................. Ariel Marcus-Hollenbeck
Program Consultant & Mentor................................D.L. Seigal
Stage Manager.. .o Roe Manzo
Sound Engineering...........occoceiiiiiiiiniiinneee GG Ally Popick
Lighting Design............occooooiiiiiiiiiiincee e Nick Diaz
Graphic Hlustrator............coooov v D Danielle Hernandez

Producers.......ccccoceeeivivenneCara S, Liander, Frank Williams



COLLECTIVE’S NOTE

The mission of the Women’s Playwright Collective, founded
in Staten Island in 2018, is to play one small part in the steady
amplification of women’s voices in theatre. WPC believes that
the showcasing of original, contemporary work is an essential
component of any healthy, vibrant local arts community, and
is emboldened by, and passionate about, bringing this energy
and momentum to the Staten Island arts scene.

For the 2022 iteration of the Not Forgotten Play Festi-
val, the Women’s Playwright Collective is exploring
the theme of “Return” - returning back to self, the re-

turn of the inevitable, the return of the cosmos, and
much more!

Enjoy the show!
AUDIENCE VOTE

Please take a moment to fill out this survey and
vote for the play you would like to see remounted

in April 2023.
Oh0

How To Scan QR Code:
e Open your phone's camera
« Hover over the QR code

e Click link that pops up and you will be redirected
to the google form If you need further assistance
please do not hesitate to ask!
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Staten Island Shakespearean Theatre Company
2021-2022 Producers and Patrons Guild

THE ROYAL BOX

Alfred C. Cerullo Cara & John Gordon

Joseph LiBassi Melanie Mansfield
Charles Sullivan Frank & Laura Williams
CYMBELINE'S CIRCLE
Sharon Liander Ellen Mitchell

Courtney Finn Moore

LYSANDER’'S LEGACY

The Benjamin Family The Dawson Family

Lillian L. Lagazzo Christopher Neske
The Rosen Family Rob Yuzuk
HAMLET’S HEROES

The Brancato Fanmuly Christine Caratozzolo

Robert Cook-Jerro George & Beth Fredericks

Michelle Larson Stephen Negron

Gail Middleton Enuly Paine

Mark David Ransom [srael Adam Wasserstemn

FESTE'S FELLOWS

Patricia Clark Karina Constantino Jack Dabdoub & Rina Sklar

Gerard Dawson Janice Ellison Michele Evans-Arindell

Alexandra Farin Nick Gennaro Celeste Lederer

Marina Liander Peter Liander Lynne Ligot

Roscann Marcus Susan Orlolt Leo Priola

Frica Raulo Marcuerite Maria Rivas Thomas Seluga

Meredith Sladek Geraldine Swanson Patricia Ternes



The 5th Annual

Not Forgotten Play Festival

“Return”
10 Minute Original Plays

ACTI

Esme Marie Ng: “Liberty”

“Liberty” deliberates on whether or ot it's better to vetun or cut and rion.
Directed by: Mayah Lourdes Burke

LIBBY - Kyla Besett

NAOMI - Christianah Akinsanmi

Nikki Dos Santos: “Short Girls Unite”

“Short Girls Unite” is a return to acceptance and wnderstanding.
Directed by: J. Giachetti

SHORTY: Aly Marie Mazzie

MADDIE: Alexandra Gullo

NOSY NEIGHBOR/MAN ON PHONE: William Simancas
TALL GIRL: Courtney Emerson

USHER: Marisa Albano

Kerry Robinson: "Lifelines"

“Lifelines” is about returning to the connections that bring you back to yourself when you're

feeling lost,
Directed by: Lauren Keffler
GRIET: James McKeon
LIFELINE 1: Joe Gambino
LIFELINE 2: Helene Dubois

Teresa Wrobleski: “At The End”

"In The End " is a retirn to comfort in the face of the inevitable.
Directed by: Victoria Gullo

CHARLOTTE: Grace Petrillo

ANJA: Mariah Elle Kane



2022 Collective Members

* denotes founding member of WPC

Amanda DeLalla is a NY based writer and actress who currently
works at Broadway Licensing. She holds a B.S. in Comm. Arts from St.
John’s University and is also a proud member of the Dramatists Guild. On-
stage roles include Mother (The Oldest Boy), Gilmer (Godspell), and Kiki
(Significant Other). As a writer, she is the lyricist and librettist for a musical
as well as four full-length dramas and two solo shows. Her work has been
presented in a variety of venues, including Lincoln Center, The Tank, Dix-
on Place, All for One Theater, Snug Harbor, and the Chain Theatre. As a
rule, Amanda uses her experiences with living on the autism spectrum to
craft stories about emotion and resilience.

Nikki Dos Santos, a graduate from William Esper Studio, is the
tough, tried and true New Yorker with a strong moral compass. She brings
with her a one of a kind balance of true grit, and vulnerability that can
make vou shed a tear or two, laugh til ur jaw hurts or even crap ur pants a
little.

Courtney Emerson is a Staten Island based actress and visual artist,
who began writing in 2020. This is her first year writing with The Collec-
tive, after previously having directed the short play “It’s Genetic” by Aria-
na Nicoletta for 2021's Not Forgotten Play Festival. Her most recent acting
roles include Ann Deever (All My Sons) and Patty (Blackout) both at
Seaview Playwright’s Theatre, as well as Fortinbras (Hamlet) with the Stat-
en Island Shakespearean Theatre Company.

Kseniya [gnatova-Yates *is a poet and playwright living and work-
ing in New York City. She has been an active member of the WPC since its
inception in 2018. Her work with the collective includes one-act plays Yaffa
(2018) and Orbit (2019), as well as her first video piece, Perpetuum Mobile
(2020), and 7.05 (2021).

Esmé Maria Ng (they/she) is an early-career, NYC-based playwright,
actor, and dramaturg whose work focuses on the complexities of Asian
American identity, femininity, and queerness through a decolonial frame-
work. Their plays include A Milk Kind of Play (2020), First Day (2020), |
You and We(s): A Collection of Skits (2021), and F***ing Harold (2021).
Their work has been independently produced on



virtual platforms and presented by the Snug Harbor Inaugural Porch Plays
Festival, the Women's Playwrights Collective of Staten Island, and Wesley-
an University. Awards include the Léman Manhattan Excellence in Theater
Award and the Wesleyan University Student Script Writers Award (2021).
Memberships include: SHADES Student of Color Theater Collective, En-
semble Theater Collective, and the Women's Playwright Collective of Staten
Island. Esmé is currently pursuing a Bachelor of the Arts in Theater and
American Studies at Wesleyan University.

Holly Pepe has been writing since she could hold a pencil. Her mother
relishes telling anyone who will listen about the time she ran out of paper
and caught four-year-old Holly writing a book on a stack of coffee filters.
She uses a Mac now. Holly has written numerous short stories, poems and
essays; additionally, she wrote the novella, “Cruise to Nowhere” and she
wrote and directed the one act play, “Pumpkin Soup” with the help of her
son Chris. The play was later performed at a Staten Island middle school to
raise autism awareness. She is also the author of the novel, Lesson Plans.
Since 2005, she has had the privilege of teaching English at Staten Island’s
New Dorp High School. This past summer, she had the amaing experience
of plaving Ladv Montague and The Apothecary in Staten Island Shake-
speare’s production of Romeo and Juliet. She is honored and humbled to be
a part of the Women’s Playwright Collective.

Kerry Robinson¥ is a Staten Island born actor that began writing with
the collective back in 2018 when it was founded. After graduating from CSI
with a BS in Dramatic Arts, she has spent a lot of time performing on the
island, primarily with the Staten Island Shakespearean Theatre Company.
Her works with the collective have been deeply based on her own inner
struggles with anxiety and how she tries to relate to others around her.

Teresa Wrobleski was born and raised on Staten Island. Writing has
always been her passion, whether it be in scripts or in prose. She is a recent
graduate of Brooklyn College with a degree in Film Screenwriting and a mi-
nor in Theatre Arts, where she honed her craft and expanded her artistic
vision. She hopes to contribute to the Staten Island theater scene and give
back all of the good will she has gotten over the years.



ACTII

Holly Pepe: “Game Night”

“Game Night” is a Retumn to honesty and self-nceeptaiice.
Directed by: J. Giachetti

GIA: Mayah Lourdes Burke

RONNIE: Will Simancas

LOUISA: Marisa Albano

ROB: Eric Rosen

PAT: Jai Sada

Dina: Roseann Marcus

Courtney Emerson: “Flexible Fate”

“Flexible Fate” explores the retiurn t{f'a'nun’ruf Foronee’s oot r,’rsm-'\lf.
Directed By: Courtney Emerson

BRIAN: Joe Gambino

DANNY: Marco Parrino

DREW: James McKeon

COOPER: Michael Robert Anderson

Kseniya Ignatova-Yates: “Beso”

"Resa" presents one wonian's necessary reburn b wouids fhat lioe just below Hie
surface of daily life.

Directed by: Victoria Gullo
JESSICA - Rocky Fussner
RITA - Melanie Meilinger

Amanda DelLalla: "Cross-Stitch"

"Cross-Stitch" is an exploration of and return to onr cosinic essences.
Directed by: Lauren Keffler

BAGEL GUY: Joe Gambino

LUFIA: Roseann Marcus

ESTELLE: Maria Lee Vazquez

CRYSTAL: Mayah Lourdes Burke



Join the PRODUCERS AND PATRONS GUILD today!

When vou join the Producer & Patrons Guild, vou make a generous
) ) &
commitment to help keep SIST strong. As a thank vou for vour support, vou
enjov a variety of benefits designed to t]a'a'pa'n vour involvement with the

work vou help make possible.

To join the Producers and Patrons Guild, g0 to the show's front of house

or visit our website at sishakespeare.org

Feste’s Fellows - $75

Admission to the VIP Lounge for two complimentary glasses of
wine, (or soft drinks), and light refreshments at SIST’s free Summer
Classics Series evenls; Order tickets before the general public, and
receive special offers; and Recognition as a supporter in all SIST
show programs for one year.

Hamlet’s Heroes - $150

All of the above extended to five family members (who reside in the
same houschold).

Lysander’s Legacy - $250

All of the above, plus a 50% off discount (for up to four tickets) on
all SIST winter productions; and signed posters by members of the
cast of the production of your choosing.

Cymbeline’s Circle - $500

All of the above, plus a pair of complimentary tickets to any SIST
winter production; recognition of your generosity on Facebook and
social media; and Invite for you and up to four guests to Meet the
Artists events after performances.

The Royal Box - $1,000 +

All of the above, plus reserved, front row seating at Summer Clas-
sics Series events; Two pairs of complimentary tickets to any SIST
production; Invitations to meet and mingle with SIST artists and
Board at special receptions; and exclusive invitations to select
readings and workshops



STOP:STOR

New York's Self Storage Leader

is proud to support the
Staten Island Shakespearean
Theatre Company

Stop & Stor has 3 convenient locations
on Staten Island

Bloomfield Dongan Hills Eltingville
780 Gulf Avenue 97 Quintard Street 4275 Old Amboy Road
(718) 494-9000 (718) 980-8000 (718) 981-8000

Look for our newest locations
coming to
Rosebank

West Brighton

www.stopandstor.com
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Ariel Marcus-Hollenbeck (Festival Director)

Aricl Marcus-Hollenbeck (she/her) is the current Artistic Director of HluminArt Pro-
ductions, a performing arts company that uses the arts as a tool to spark conversa-
tions across all ages. She is also one of the founding members of the Women's Play-
wright Collective and is now the Festival Director. She has a love for the spoken
word, Colorguard and brings her sense of play into all aspects of her life.

D.L. Siegal (Program Consultant & Mentor)

D.L. Siegel is a born and raised New Yorker, currently residing in Brooklyn. She re-
ceived her BA in English and Theater from Princeton University and her MFA in
Playwriting from The New School for Drama (NSD). Her plays have been produced
from coast to coast by HERE Arts Center, Silver Spring Stage, Wyoming Theater Fes-
tival, Millibo Art Theatre, Independent Actors Theatre, The Gallery Players, Modern-
Day Griot Theatre, Princeton University, The New School for Drama, and the New
York International Fringe Festival among, others. Playwright Residency, The Amoral-
ists' Wright Club 2015-2016.

Dr. Danielle Hernandez (Festival Illustrator)

Danielle Hernandez (she/her) 's work has been featured in Felize Zine and Bad Pony
Mag. Danielle's art has been exhibited in the Monroe County Public Library in Indiana.
Woebsite: hitps:/ /www.danielledoesntdraw.com/ Instagram: @danielledoesntdraw

Laura & Melissa Casertano (Special Musical Performance)

Song Title: "Present”

"Present” is a song that explores a return to the present moment when feeling over-
whelmed by past memories and future concerns during a birthday wish.

Laura and Melissa is a duo comprised of Staten Island sisters! They both grew up
singing in choirs and musicals, eventually pursuing music degrees of their own.
Laura & Melissa's sound combines their influences of pop, indie-rock, folk, jazz, and
musical theater styles, along with lots of dissonance and harmony! Follow on Insta-
gram: @lhelaurathemelissa for updales!

Roe Manzo (Stage Manager)

Off-Broadway: Macheth, Romeo & [uliet, King Lear (New York Classical Theatre); Na-
tional Tour: Dog Man: The Musical (TheatreWorksUSA) Regional: Murder at Mt Hope
Mansion (Pennsylvania Renaissance Faire); Brick City, Yasmina's Necklace, Year One
(Premiere Stages). BFA from Kean Theatre Conservatory. Much love to Mom, Dad & Meg
for all their constant love and support. www.rocnuzo.con

Ally Popick (Sound Engineer)

Ally is the audio technician for llluminart Productions touring company. Ally works
wilh Staten Island Shakespearcan Thealter, Bleacher Report, and SiriusXM doing au-
dio. She originally started on the stage as an actor and musician. Still, throughout her
time doing theater and music, she fell in love with what coes on behind the scenes
and decided to help create shows and experiences from behind the curtain!



S SHAKESPEAREAN

THEATRE COMPANY

2022 SEASON

TROILUS AND CRESSIDA
By William Shakespeare
Directed by Jack Dabdoub
September 10, 11, 17, 18
Battery Weed, Fort Wadsworth

pUFFS, or Seven Increasingly Eventful Years
at a Certain School of Magic and Magic
By Matt Cox
Directed by Katlyn Cohen
October 21, 22, 23, 28, 29 & 30
Empire Outlets

/)fﬁ’n{ '&/ Iy m{( P ':50,-"}"(’?:%‘?."
_.'-:'_Ju\ STATEN ISLAND SHAKESPEAREAN THEATRE FOR A RAUCOUS
|I {T OF FIME

Visit sishakespeare.org for tickets
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This project is funded by the New York State Council on the Arts, a state agency Statewide

Community Regrant Program with the support of the Office of the Governor and the New
! E E

York State Legislature; administered by Staten Island Arts.

Special Thanks:

SI Shakespearean Theatre and Women's Playwright Collective would like to
extend thanks to Wes Rebisz, Samantha Durst, JLL, Empire Outlets and most
especially Mary Lee Aloia, Jacques Stewart and Ross & Catherine Decker from

Spotlight Theatre for making this production possible. Thank vou to Snug Harbor
Cultural Center & Botanical Garden, especially Jenny Kellv & Melissa West,
Spu'ia] thanks to Jessica Lauren Richmond, Amy Berryman, Laura Bruij Williams,
John Gordon, Kevin Hollernbeck, and the fanhes of all the playwrights, cast and
crew for their undying support.

Staten Island Shakespearean Theatre Company — Board of Directors
Cara S. Liander, Chair
Frank Dufly, Vice Chair
Mitch Maglio, Treasurer
Danielle Bonanno, Secretary
Jenny Kelly
Gregory Mustoe
Kashif Pervez
Marguerite Maria Rivas
[lene Rosen
Tony Sallemi
Justin Schiedel
[srael Adam Wasserslemn

Staff

Frank Williams, Producing Artistic Director



